
I will try to organize my information so that if you all ready know something about the topic, you can just skip it. 

 First bit of advice:  Write down the "why" you are homeschooling.  Like a good business plan, it's interesting to watch the 

reasons define and grow as you do, plus it will help you decide how to do it, what to use, (and keep those nasty people 

that want to tell you you're ruining your child at bay).  It also helps on those REALLY BAD school days, when you just 

want to boot them (your kids) off to someone else. 

 Legal: 

http://www.hslda.org/laws/default.asp (not necessarily promoting HSLDA, just a good resource for laws) 

 Homeschool Record Keeping: 

I would recommend this, even though some states don't require it.  My main reason for doing so, is if you decide to 

homeschool through high school it will alleviate a ton of stress when it comes to school transcripts.  If you start now, you 

will get through the difficult (not really) learning curve, before your child gets into the harder areas of school. 

 Personally, I like Homeschool Easy Records (but it's what I'm familiar with) http://www.dataplus.biz/HER/ 

 Here are some other options that I've heard really good things about: 

http://www.tghomesoft.com/  (I did try this one, but had a lot of problems; however a lot of people really like it; maybe it 

was just my computer, I've noticed it can be quite particular sometimes.) 

http://www.contechsolutions.net/products/eths_pc/  (lots of people like this one too, but I think it's the priciest of the 

bunch) 

 there are others, but those seem to be the big three. 

 Teaching Styles / Methods: 

I'm just going to give an overview of the ones I know.  In a way, you kind of need to know how you work best, and 

determining a method (or methods) will help you a lot.  So, starting from the "strictest": 

Classical Education:  This is based on an essay written by Dorothy Sayers, “Lost Tools of Learning”.  The basic premise 

is that children go through cycles and you should work with those cycles to enhance your child's natural abilities for each 

age (I'm not saying this quite right, but it's really late. . .)  Anyway, you go through 3 cycles (1st-4th; 5th-8th; and 9th-12th 

grades respectively).  Essentially you cover the "same" material for each cycle, going more into depth and focusing on 

different things in each cycle.  Strong in history, latin, strict grammar (diagramming), and such.  It is weak in art, and 

music. 

Charlotte Mason Method:  This is also known, I believe, as "gentle learning".  I've heard it often explained as similar to 

the Montessorri school approach (having no clue about Montessorri, I can't say).  You guide your student to areas you 

wish to cover, or let them guide you somewhat.  It is strong in liberal arts, and with a really good parent teacher could be 

quite strong in all subjects.  Ambleside Online has the original series, written by Charlotte Mason, online for you to read. 

The Waldorff Method:  This was actually developed in Stuttgart, Germany.  This program is heavy in the arts, focusing on 

them in the early years.  Also, they start foreign languages in the early years.  They DO NOT start formal reading or 

grammar until around 2
nd

 / 3
rd
 grade.  Waldorf Answers is a good website. 

http://www.hslda.org/laws/default.asp?State=FL
http://www.dataplus.biz/HER/
http://www.tghomesoft.com/
http://www.contechsolutions.net/products/eths_pc/
http://www.gbt.org/text/sayers.html
http://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/toc.html
http://www.waldorfanswers.org/


Unschooling:  This one gives me the willies.  Unschooling can be quite structured, or it can go to the far end of the 

spectrum, and be a total free for all.  Some unschooling people really seem to have it together, and are truly impressive.  

Some use a unit study approach.  I really don't quite understand it, as it really depends on how you "run" it. . .  

Unit Studies:  These seem really cool, but would take an immense amount of work on the parents’ part.  Some unit 

studies are "complete".  Let's say you're studying dinosaurs.  Somehow, you would pull in all your subjects (math, writing, 

reading, science, history, art, etc.) and they would all relate to dinos.  Others are specific, as in a unit study for Little 

House on the Prairie, where you are just relating to history (okay that was a really bad example, because they have a 

book which is a year long unit study of the Little House books that's supposed to encompass all subjects, but I hope you 

get my drift).  Lapbooks are a very creative way to do unit studies. 

 Here's a site that may clear these up a bit more:  http://homeschooling.about.com/ 

 For the record, we are doing a combo of Classical, and Waldorff, CM and unit studies (and whatever else it is we do. . . ) 

Learning Styles: 

It would be remiss of both myself and the reader to not take this into consideration.  For one to properly teach, they must 

consider both the style of the teacher and that of EACH learner.  A great teacher would be able to mesh the two.  (I’m still 

working on it. . .) 

Broad description of learning styles 

Chart to help determine learning styles 

For both of these, I would determine for both the child(ren) and the teacher. 

“Full Deal” Curricula:  If you are homeschooling for a specific reason (i.e. religion) then it will affect your choice of 

curriculum.  You, of course, could go on without a curriculum.  Please note, just because I list them doesn’t imply I have 

used them!   

Religous:  

Bob Jones University  

Alpha Omega  

Abeka  

Sonlight   

 Secular:  

Calvert School  

 Some other secular ones that you could easily get are the Core Knowledge series   

 There is also the Learn at Home series (it's more of a workbook type thing; whereas Core Knowledge is more of what 

you should study type thing).  Again I expect a bit of work would be required on your part to actually fulfill it. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geu8IP9DpHwnYBwu9XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTE4ODhwaDJ1BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDOARjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0gwMzhfODMEbANXUzE-/SIG=11mqm3n0u/EXP=1195132303/**http%3a/www.squidoo.com/lapbooking/
http://homeschooling.about.com/
http://www4.ncsu.edu/unity/lockers/users/f/felder/public/Learning_Styles.html
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geu7rz9zpH5TEAQDtXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTE4YThrMGp1BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDNARjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0gwMzhfODMEbANXUzE-/SIG=121kt60rp/EXP=1195133299/**http%3a/www.chaminade.org/inspire/learnstl.htm
http://www.bjupress.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/HomeView?storeId=10001&langId=-1&catalogId=10001
http://homeschooling.about.com/
http://www.abeka.com/
http://www.sonlight.com/
http://www.calvertschool.org/engine/content.do
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0385318413/qid=1091829862/sr=ka-1/ref=pd_ka_1/103-1890914-5351029
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1561895083/ref=pd_sxp_elt_l1/103-1890914-5351029


 A side note involving the last two; DO NOT simply “do” the books.  I have read / heard so many sad homeschool stories 

about people who did this, just a workbook for the year; and then were horribly shocked to find their child terribly behind 

their peers.  I think both of these series are meant to be springboards, not the “be all-end all” for the year. 

“Eclectic” Curricula: 

This is my personal choice, as I am able to easily modify it to fit my family.  However, this takes a bit of time of searching, 

and the “big” problem of you always questioning if you chose just the right one.  It could get very expensive too (yes, 

even more expensive than the full deals listed above).  When I choose something I always have to ask myself will this 

work for all my children; and if it may not work directly, will it work with me to teach them in a manner they may need. 

I follow texts for math, science, and grammar.  I create my own history studies (3 studies of world history at 3 different 

levels, and 2 studies of American history at 2 different levels).  Any “art” (including literature and composition) is a 

combination of texts and my own creations.  I am creating the “pre-school” (prior to 1
st
 grade) schedule from scratch 

(minus math). 

 Homeschool Groups:   

You might want to look if there are any in your area that will work for you (lots of them now have websites, or “ads” at the 

local library, some churches have groups.   

I have been involved in two.  The first being a major let down as there was no participation by the members in anything, 

the second being incredibly expensive (not to join, but to do all the extras. . .)  However, don’t let that deter you in at least 

the hunt.  I’ve heard from many that are involved in inexpensive / fun / active homeschool groups. 

“Energy” Solution: 

Exactly what normal, healthy child do you know that doesn't have "mucho energy"???!  Work with his schedule.  If you 

can get him to work for 1/2 and hour and then play for 1/2 an hour go for it (maybe just 15 minutes?).  Some moms will 

have their kids do all the work in the a.m. and then the whole afternoon to play.   

It took me a while to learn that kids don’t need to be still, quiet, or “hand in their laps” to be able to learn.  When I’m 

reading, my kids are frequently playing (legos or something similar) or coloring, or running laps around an area rug.  

Amazingly, if I ask them to retell what I read, they can almost do it.  I do have a rule, though, that the volume is such that 

I don’t have to scream to read. 

Remember learning doesn't have to take place on your butt.  You can do spelling words while playing 2 square, or math 

in the grocery store (or baking cookies).  Go with what works.  Personally, I like routine so I go with the flow of our routine 

– rather than a strict by the clock schedule. 

School Schedule: 

For the year, we do a 40 week school year.  Most people are happy with 36.  As I mentioned earlier, my family works 

best with routines, and school is our routine.  We get 12 weeks off in the year at various times, but if we were to take off 

too much at one time, we get antsy and fights start to break out amongst the natives.  12 weeks is actually a lot of time 

off, so if we have a day where all of us just need time off, we have a “Hookie Day”  I don’t stress about it too much, 

because I’m not limited by a Mon- Fri school schedule either. 

I don’t do one math book for the school year.  As soon as one text is done, we move directly to another one.  Same for all 

the other subjects.  



In regards to math, specifically, we do the whole book.  A number of people chop off the first bit as it is review from the 

previous book.  We do it.  My kids don’t know any better so they don’t complain, thinking they’ve got a couple of weeks of 

“easy” math.  Some people never get to the end. . .  

There’s one thing that I do different in homeschool that was never done in my public school experience. . .We never 

completed an entire math text book. 

As far as determining a daily schedule, again, my family goes by routines, not by the clock.  A number of families go by 

the clock though.   Make it work for you. 

The House: 

No one asks this question, and I am left wondering why not? 

My house is 4 levels (basement +3).  Every single level is “involved” in school, and I even have a school room!  (not 

many can say that) 

The school room (3
rd

 floor) is only used by my eldest.  The dining room (1
st
 floor) is used by all my younger 3, but mostly 

the 2
nd

. The younger boys room (2
nd

 floor) is where they do a lot of their school work – minus the messy stuff that 

happens in the dining room. 

The basement is our “social room”.  You know public school advocates who go on about homeschool kids not having 

socialization because they aren’t in school (I mean, after all that’s what you are supposed to learn in school, right???!)  

We have a ping-pong table and fuss-ball table down there that the neighborhood kids enjoy with mine – when they aren’t 

in the yard having a good time. 

Guess what?!  My house is a disaster zone!  There are school papers, projects, etc. throughout the whole place, on top 

of the normal toys, and everyday mess. 

Because my kids aren’t in school all day, and I’m interacting with them, I don’t have time to clean well.  Not that I’ve ever 

been so inclined. . . 

A place for everything and everything in its place; that’s the homeschool mom’s motto, I believe. 

But, some people really enjoy using the Flylady. 

What I do different from a public school: 

(Based on my experience as a student and of that as a parent when my older two where in public school) 

As I mentioned earlier, we finish all our textbooks. 

If a kid gets psyched about a particular topic, we “pause” to go over it more in depth.  I know there are going to be other 

topics that are less exciting that we can cut short later on. 

If a child is having a hard time, I am right there.  And by hard time, I mean in understanding, implementing, attitude, etc.  I 

deal with it directly, and I deal with it in a fashion I’m comfortable with (not a too soft manner nor too strict / abusive). 

I have a freedom that public schools don’t.  I can choose what we study, what is offered, which curricula to use, when 

and how my child is introduced to “hot topics” (sex, drugs, religion, politics). 

http://www.flylady.net/


Nutrition, health and other such topics aren’t something learned in a book during class.  They are practiced and 

discussed on a daily basis.  Probably more so than a lot of families because my husband has been on a rather strict diet 

since he was 21 and we discovered he has high blood pressure and cholesterol.  And then came the thyroid issues in his 

30s. . .  

My kids don’t waste a lot of time in lines between classes, settling down, waiting for the bell to get the heck out of here, 

and all that. 

I don’t “spoon feed” my kids, nor teach them “to the test”. 

And in that vein I came up with my own personal educational plan.  Things I wanted my kids to cover before they 

“graduate”.  It’s kind of my Final Exam checklist, to help remind me the direction I want to head, and things I want to 

ensure are completed.  It’s not written in stone, I mean, for heaven’s sake, Word is just a “software”.  I can change it.  But 

it helps me to have a direction, and the kids like being able to check things off and see where they are at. 

“Educational Plan” checklist: 



Prior to High School, Students must cover: 

 

 Language (yearly) 

 Reading / Spelling / Vocabulary 

 Penmanship 

 Grammar and Composition 

 Literature 

 Math (yearly) 

 Science 

 Zoology 1 

 Zoology 2 

 Zoology 3 

 Botany 

 Astronomy 

 Physics and Chemistry 

 Human Anatomy 

 Earth Science 

 History 

 World History Level 1 

 American History Level 1 

 World History Level 2 

 Informal Map Work 

 The “Arts” 
 Art 

 Music 

 Drama / Dance other artistic studies 

 Foreign language: ________________ 

 

High School Science:  
 

 Physical Science 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

 Adv. Biology 

 Adv. Chemistry 

 Adv. Physics 

 Marine Biology 

 

High School Math: 
 

 Pre-Algebra 

 Algebra 1 

 Algebra 2 

 Geometry 

 Pre-Calculus 

 Calculus 

Items in red from above list are “required” for 

graduation. Need two years of Foreign Language 

credit.   
 

9
th

 Grade Studies 
 

 Math (from above) 
 Science (from above) 

 American History Level 2 (part 1) 

 American Literature (part 1) 

 Formal Map Work: USA 

 Grammar and Composition 

 Fallacy Detective 

 Foreign Language ________________ 

 Electives _______________________ 

 

10
th

 Grade Studies 
 

 Math (from above) 

 Science (from above) 

 American History Level 2 (part 2) 

 American Literature (part 2) 

 Economics (½ credit) 

 American Government (½ credit) 

 Grammar and Composition 

 Traditional Logic 

 Foreign Language ________________  

 Electives _______________________ 

 

11
th

 Grade Studies 
 

 Math (from above) 
 Science (from above) 

 World History Level 3 

 World Literature (½ credit) 

 British Literature (½ credit) 

 World Geography 

 Formal Map Work:  World 

 Grammar and Composition 

 Material Logic 

 Foreign Language ________________  

 Electives _______________________ 

 

12
th

 Grade Studies 
 

 Math (from above) 

 Science (from above) 

 20th / 21st Century History 

 20th Century Literature  

 World Religions 

 Consumer Math or Life Skills Math 

 Grammar and Composition 

 Classical Rhetoric 

 Foreign Language ________________  

 Electives _______________________ 
 


